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MY USE-BY DATE 
Almost two weeks ago, Pauline and I heard the news that one of her sisters, 
Irene, has been diagnosed with breast cancer. Irene lives in Boise, Idaho, in 
the United States. She’s 52. She and her husband, Mike, have three children 
– all still quite young. Surgery was undertaken a week ago. At this stage we 
don’t know what the full prognosis is like. 
 
Getting news like this makes me think about my use-by date. I remember 
Pauline telling me how she was once at the supermarket looking at coffee 
jars and checking their use-by date. It struck her that coffee jars have a more 
definite use-by date than we do. Sure, we can consult mortality tables to give 
us some idea of the use-by date of our physical bodies. But those tables, like 
life insurance, work on averages. They don’t tell me my own use-by date. 
 
Thankfully, as Christians, our physical use-by date is not everything. God 
tells us that, one day, our physical bodies will die. From dust we came, to 
dust we will return. Yes, we need to exercise, eat properly and keep healthy. 
But no matter how well we do all that, one day, age and disease will take its 
toll.  
 
But here’s the good news: the wonderful promise from God is that, through 
Jesus, our lives can continue beyond the physical. In this sense, eternal life 
begins as we get to know Jesus during our physical time on earth and ex-
tends beyond the grave. Paul says that one day, the perishable will inherit 
the imperishable (I Corinthians 15:50). In the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet, the dead will be raised imperishable and the mortal will put on im-
mortality. That’s the victory in Jesus we long for. 
 
This past couple of weeks, as we shared the news about Irene among our 
DG, many joined us in prayer for her. Some also fasted for her. Thank you all 
for that. Nevertheless, as the years go by, more and more of us will encoun-
ter our own health issues. For me, it is times like these that the assurance, 
comfort and hope generated by faith in Jesus 
makes utter and perfect sense. Truly. 
 
Benny Tabalujan 
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Welcome 
We welcome you this morning and hope and 
pray that your time with us will be spiritually 
uplifting and fulfilling. We look forward to see-
ing you again. 
 

CLUB 50 
Attention to all our members who have 
reached, or surpassed, the 50 year milestone. 
Jackie and I have been assigned the ministry 
of serving "our golden oldies". To assist us in 
this effort, we will need your help. Over the 
next few weeks we hope to either gather in-
formation about your needs, both spiritual and 
physical, or arrange for a time to get together 
to discuss your needs. In the meantime, think 
about the kind of activities that would like to 
participate in and be prepared to share them. 
The name of our group, "Club 50", was the 
first name we thought of. We are open to sug-
gestions. 
If you fall short of the 50 year mark, and 
would still like to participate, then feel free to 
ask. We will, however, insist on a hand-
written and signed reference from your grand-
father or grand-mother....John and Jackie 
Baldwin 
 

Teaching & Preaching Lab  
The next teaching & preaching lab session is 
on Mon 30 Nov at 7.30pm. Stuart Penhall will 
be facilitating. He'll be presenting something 
"different". There'll also be a practice session. 
This will be our last Lab session before the 
end of the year. We plan to start again around 
March or April 2010.  
 

Kinglake Thanks You 
Some months ago, BRCOC contributed sev-
eral thousand dollars to the Kinglake commu-
nity which suffered a devastating blow during 
the February bushfires. The money went to-
wards the purchase of a new firetruck, in 
readiness for the coming bushfire season. A 
couple of people from the Kinglake commu-
nity wish to personally thank us for the contri-

bution. At this stage, they plan to visit us on 
Sun, 6 Dec, to thank us after our regular Sun-
day assembly. 
  

Students and Exam Time 
A number of our high school and university 
students are facing end-of-year examinations. 
Please encourage them and pray for them as 
this is typically a stressful time for them. 
 

Electrical work fixed 
Everyone will be pleased to know that the 
faulty electrical work involving the lights in the 
fellowship room has been fixed. So we can 
now have lights and use the air-conditioning 
there. Thanks to Charles and others who 
helped arrange for this repair to be done. 
 

Jumping Juniors 
The next Jumping juniors will be on the 10th 
December. We will be going on a walk titled 
“The Road to Bethlehem - The Story of Je-
sus”. This will be for every family - not just 
school aged kids.  More information will be 
coming soon.  If you have any questions 
please call Rhonda 98724416  Jennifer 
98947044  
 

Congregational meeting on 29 Nov 
Our quarterly congregational meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday, 29 Nov. As in the past, 
we'll have a shortened worship assembly fo-
cusing on the Lord's Supper, without a ser-
mon. The congregational meeting should be-
gin around 11.40am and should run through 
until 12.30pm. Among the matters on the 
agenda is our financial budget and some min-
istry updates. 
 

Building Extension Update 
During the last week the footings for the brick-
work have been excavated, but the sewerage 
pipe was found at the bottom of the trench 
and we had to have a plumber relocate it. 
The building inspector has approved the foun-
dations so we are at ground level now with 
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most of the "unknowns" out of the way. 
The builder discovered an error in the engi-
neering drawings regarding the beam that will 
replace the south wall to support the existing 
roof and the new roof extension. That has 
now been rectified with a larger being speci-
fied. 
The builder has placed a temporary mesh 
fence to create an exclusion zone for the con-
struction works, so please ensure that our 
children don't try to climb over but remain in 
the safety of the yard. 
The builder has agreed to use his excavator 
to level out an area of 3-4 meters square for 
the new "dungeon" in the south east corner of 
the extension, prior to starting the brickwork. 
For more information please speak with Steve 
B.  
 

Eastside church of Christ 
Eastside church has asked some questions in 
regards to a joint function with One commu-
nity church, Blackburn. Their letter and the 
shepherds reply is on the notice board in the 
foyer. 
 

Prayers Please 
¶ Continue to pray that Hannah will be 

healed, and the whole Campbell family 
¶ Continue to pray for Chris Baker’s health, 

and for Trevor and the Baker family. 
¶ Pray for our Church Elders, Deacons, and 

all who work for the Lord at Belmore Road 
¶ Our pregnant mums Alice and U-Li. 

 
For the Record 

15th November 2009 
Contribution: $1823.00 

P E A R L Y  G A T E S  
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We are on the web 
www.belmoreroadchurch.org.au 

PO Box 90 
Box Hill VIC 3128 
100 Rostrevor Parade 
Mont Albert North VIC 3129 
Phone: 9890-4494 
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Lord's Supper Lunch Prep & 
Cleanup Morning Tea Mowing Cleaning 

Nicholas Lim 
Steve Jackel 

Charlotte C (H)  
 

Bee Ling Goh  
John Cooper  

David Tabe  
Luke H.   

21 - Tabalujan 
28 - R Hooi  

Shepherds:  
Charles Hooi & Trevor Baker 
 
Deacons:  
Ian Campbell (evangelism & missions) 
Phil Drew (youth) 
Benny Tabalujan (leadership 
development) 
 
Edifier News 
Richard Hooi, Gareth Lewis, Pak-Tjun 
Chin, Cedric Lim 
Email:  
edifier@belmoreroadchurch.org.au  

W O R S H I P  R O S T E R  N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 9    

No-
vemb
er 

Greeters 

An-
nounce 

(+Op+Cl 
Prayer) 

Songs 
Lord’s 
Supper 

Reading 
+ 

+ assist  
LS 

Sp Prayer 
+ assist  
LS 

Preaching
(Love is a 
verb) 

Sun Adults’ 
Class 
(“Growing 
the 
Church”) 

22 Charles H 
John B David T Pak-

Tjun C Gareth L David W Peter R Graham Wall Steve B 

29 Charles H 
John B David T Pak-

Tjun C Mark I David W Trevor B 
Congrega-
tional Meet-
ing 

Steve B 

Mid-
Week          Discovery Groups: “Prayer – Conversations with God” 

People Movements 
¶ Welcome back to Pak Tjun & U Li and family who 

were away last weekend for a short holiday in 
Sydney 

¶ The Campbells are away in Wilson's Prom this 
weekend having a short break - Hannah's with 
them. 

¶ Alan & Debby Rowley are still in Holland for 
Debby's work. 

 
Forthcoming Events 

¶ 27th Nov 2009: Ladies Christmas Dinner 
¶ 4th Dec  2009: L.P.G. 
¶ 10th Dec  2009:Jumping Juniors 
¶ 18th Dec 2009: L.P.G 
¶ 27 Dec 2009 - 1 Jan 2010: Camp Challenge, 

Yarramundi, NSW. 

November Birthdays 
 
Josh Wall  1st 
Amber Drew  2nd 
Sally-Kate Hooi 5th 
Thomas Donnelley 5th 
Liqin Lin  9th 
Jo Drew  10th 
John Cooper  11th 
Marvin Ancell  12th 
U-li Chin  14th 
Marvin Krause  19th 
Ruth Xu  23rd 
Tim-Jo Mak  23rd 
  

C K Lim  25th 
Takesure Katuruza 25th 
Jenny Ancell  28th 
 
Wedding Anniversaries 
Chris & Trevor Baker 1st 
Franny & Luke Baker 9th 
Debby & Alan Rowley 28th 
Spiritual Birthdays 
Natasha Lazarev 1st 
Alex Lazarev  8th 
Jenny Ancell  1/73 
Sarah Chan  21st 
Joshua Drew  29th 


